Promoting Cultural Pluralism Through Technology                                                    Presentation Dec. 3, 2009

A great deal of research supports the theory that use of narrative is a highly effective tool in multicultural education. I’ve uploaded a list of references concerning some of this research, but we’d like to highlight a few statements to this end.

Now add to this the element of technology. Again, research is now being gathered which indicates technology too is gaining momentum with diverse populations and is even said to be helping “level the playing field.”   
Regardless of the approach, use of technology can enhance a teacher’s curriculum—not interrupt it. The most common argument from teachers against the use of technology is that they will have to “learn a whole new program when they really just want to teach.” Or, “integrating technology into this assignment will be too time consuming . . .  “

There exists many examples of easy, free ways to support and enhance the curriculum. Teachers do not have to learn a whole new language to operate them—if you can use a word processor, all of these tools use Word tools that make life easy. 

The other important aspect of this new approach to curriculum is that it allows students to surprise you—you provide the framework, but because they live in this world, their understanding of what can be done with even these basic tools if far more advanced. It’s a wonderful thing when you are pleasantly surprised, and you demonstrate to your students that you are willing to learn from them. Your credibility with them increases triple-fold. 
While these tools can be used to enhance any curriculum, they are particularly useful in engaging students with an eye toward cultural pluralism. Teachers dating all the way back to Socrates knew the effectiveness of dialogue—what better tool than a blog? It encourages every voice to be heard—and those voices most often quiet or non-existent can suddenly become deafening loud. 
Consider the following quote by bell hooks concerning the often quiet nature of multicultural students:   

Making the classroom a democratic setting where everyone feels a responsibility to contribute is a central goal of transformative pedagogy. Throughout my teaching career, white professors have often voiced concern to  me about nonwhite students who do not talk . . . I have taught brilliant students of color, many of them seniors, who have skillfully managed never to speak in classroom settings . . . Accepting the decentering of the West globally, embracing multiculturalism, compels educators to focus attention on the issue of voice. Who speaks? Who listens? And why? [
From a 7th grade online discussion about the Youtube Video “Happy to be Nappy,” here’s what two students had to say:

Greta S.
February 9, 2009 at 4:49 pm · Edit 

Today’s challenge was rather difficult, and being racist really is the stereotypical way of viewing a culture. I have noticed how advertisers target audiences based on race or amount of money they are expected to make. For example, for one part of today’s challenge, Gray came up with the fact that in most articles that advertise an expensive product, only light skinned people that are mostly American are viewed in them. The African Culture is one that magazines tend to not use in the expensive ads, because Africa is viewed as “poor”. By watching the clip, it helped me to realize that kids of all ages are picked if they are different. When I was their age, I was horrified at the thought of people being really mean to other people, and the clip demonstrates that the world thinks alike, and we all come from the same earth. No one likes being picked on, but some people demonstrate verbal abuse that is horrible to other races. In today’s challenge, I really did not want to seem racist, but doing a challenge like that with the stereotypes of races really felt horrible to be labeling cultures like that.

Alexa D.
February 9, 2009 at 7:19 pm · Edit 

That video was emotional because some of the kids said that they felt sort of like “outsiders” just because they have different skin, hair, voices, from their friends. Like Julia said before, some people are just raised to be a little racist, but it’s still wrong especially for young children. Yes they still don’t fully understand the “real” world, does that mean they have the right to be cruel to others about stuff they never even knew about? NO. My point is, don’t really blame the kids, blame the parents!

Wikis also offer students a creative way to demonstrate knowledge—and encourage additional research. A collaborative wiki created by our 7th grade students and students in Marblehead Massechusetts  is a fine example.

During our Diary of a Young Girl unit, students explored their feelings about prejudice and genocide and then sought means to convey those thoughts and feelings in a multi-sensory way. The wiki is sort of like the digital bulletin board where students can “post” knowing full well others will be viewing/judging it. Because it is no longer simply going from student inbox to teacher, back to student, students become enthusiastic about demonstrating their abilities.  
